[The detection of Epstein-Barr virus in middle ear effusion of secretory otitis media].
To study the involvement of Epstein-Barr Virus (EBV) in the pathogenesis of secretory otitis media (SOM). Epstein-Barr Virus (EBV) in blood serum, oral gargle and middle ear effusion was detected by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) method in 34 patients with secretory otitis media and 20 normal subjects. The detection rate of EBV in serum and oral gargle in the SOM group was remarkably higher than that in normal control group (P < 0.01). EBV positive rate of middle ear effusion was higher than that of serum group in SOM individuals. EBV plays a role in the pathogenesis of secretory otitis media (SOM).